
This summer is a busy one for 
The Niapele Project—as the 
refugees of the Buduburam 
settlement prepare to return 
home to Liberia following the 
crisis that strained relations 
between their community and 
the   government of Ghana, 
we are in the process of     
relocating all of our initiatives 
to Liberia.  

Part of our commitment to our 
partner organizations is to 
assist them in developing long 
t e r m  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r               
sustainability—in a refugee   
context, this implies that The 
Niapele Project supports its 
partners’ reintegration efforts 
when they return to their 
home country.  In the coming 
weeks, we will have staff on 
the ground facilitating the 
physical trip back to Liberia, 
as well as the initial stages of 
their transition. We have   
already secured a home for 

ARCH, in the capital, Monrovia, 
and will ensure that the      
Harmony Center also has a 
place to resume  their         
activities in Liberia.  

This is a both an exciting and 
challenging time for The     
Niapele Project. Dealing with 
the logistics of both the      
departure from Ghana and the 
arrival in Liberia has been a 
complex undertaking. We will 
have many exciting updates on 
our work in Liberia by the end 
of the    summer, when Celina 
returns from her 2nd trip to 
West Africa this year.  

We hope you enjoy this      
newsletter, which is packed 
with stories from the field, 
blurbs from friends and fun 
ways in which you can get    
involved with us! As always, we 
welcome your feedback, and 
look fo rward  to  your            
comments!  

Good-bye Buduburam, hello Liberia!  

What’s new at Niapele?  

●  In line with our environ-
mental philosophy, The     
Niapele Project is now a   
Carbon-Free™ organization! 
We have teamed up with  
CarbonFund.org to neutralize 
the carbon footprint we    
generate through our        
activities. We are neutralizing                           
our impact through  

reforestation, as well as energy 
efficiency and renewable en-
ergy projects.  

 

● If you haven't yet checked 
out our brand new PSA, you 
can find it on our blog.  

We filmed this as well as a 
documentary on refugee rights 
in April 2008, during our last 
trip to Ghana.  

Thank you to Valentina       
Canavesio, who contributed 

her skills, time and creative     
energy to this project. You can 
check out her work by visiting 
www.ayokaproductions.org  

 

● Thanks to YOU, World Refugee 
Day events hosted by The Niapele 
Project were a great success!  

We are truly grateful for the sup-
port of friends, sponsors,         
partners, volunteers—we look  
forward to next year! (see details 
and photos page 5)  
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Refugee facts 
•  The  number  of       

r e f u g e e s  a n d         
internally displaced 
people is 67 million, 
according to the "2007 
Global Trends" report 
by the United Nations 
High      Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

 

• · " R e f u g e e s  s ho w    
incredible courage and 
p e r s e v e r a n c e  i n     
overcoming enormous 
odds to rebuild their 
l i ves, "  he  sa id . 
"Ensuring that they get 
the protection they 
deserve is a noble 
c a u s e  b e c a u s e      
refugee rights are 
human rights - and 
rights that belong to us 
a l l . "  U N  H i g h          
Commissioner for 
Refugees António 
Guterres 

 

• · 75 , 509  L i b e r i a n     
refugees were residing 
in countries of asylum 
as of December 31, 
2007. 

 

• ·In 2007, the Liberia 
Demographic and 
Health Survey found 
that only 39% of    
children are reported 
to have been fully 
immunized against 
major preventable 
childhood diseases. It 
also found that nearly 
40% of children under 
five years surveyed 
had stunted growth, 
indicating chronic 
malnutrition. 

 

• ·2008 Liberian census 
reports population is 
3.5 million. 

 

• · A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
356,000 Liberian   
primary school aged 
children do not attend 
school. 
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   Announcing an opportunity for 
our supporters to purchase the 
award winning documentary                      
"Iron Ladies of Liberia" "Iron Ladies of Liberia" "Iron Ladies of Liberia" "Iron Ladies of Liberia" at a dis-
count rate! 

Now through August 15, pur-
chase online and enter the code 
1234444 at checkout to save 
$5, and an additional $5 will go 
to The Niapele Project!  

 

 

 

 

The film profiles the first year in 
office of President Ellen John-
son Sirleaf, as she undertakes 
the task of leading her country 
after years of devastation. See 
www.ironladiesofliberia.com to 
learn more about the movie and 
order now!  




